[Melanoma of the penis: 6 cases].
Melanomas of the penis are rare tumors of poor prognosis. Six cases of melanoma of the penis, followed between 1975 and 2002, were retrospectively reviewed. We collected the data on epidemiological, clinical and pathologic factors, treatment and follow-up. The mean age was 44 years. The time to diagnosis was 2 years. Two patients had general predisposing factors for melanoma, and 3 patients local predisposing factors. Two patients had partial penectomy and 4 patients had conservative excision. One patient had local recurrence, and another had metastatic course resulting in death. Five patients out of 6 were alive and disease free at time of the study, with a 24 month follow-up. The identified risk factors for the development of penile melanoma are melanosis and pre-existing nevus. Delayed diagnosis explains the usually bad prognosis. Classical surgical treatment used to be radical, but recently, conservative surgery has been proposed. For an early diagnosis, genital melanosis requires surgical excision, when technically feasible, and any atypical lesion of the penis should be submitted to a biopsy.